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BZA APPLICATION NO. 20472: THE RIVER SCHOOL- COMMENTS IN SUPPORT 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express my support of the River School’s expansion project.  I am a first 
year River School parent of a child with an Auditory Neuropathy Syndrome Disorder diagnosis.  We have 
explored many avenues for our child through the public school system but his diagnosis means that he 
can has a dyssynchrony in hearing and is not fully understood.  The River School is well versed in this 
diagnosis and provides the speech therapy and audiological services that my child needs.  Services he 
would not receive through any other school in DC.  We are extremely thankful River exists and stands 
alone in the services offered.  My one concern is that these services will end for my son after third grade 
so this expansion proposal is absolutely critical to my son’s educational future. 
 
I am saddened by the opposition’s focus on traffic exclusively when River has gone well above and 
beyond to address that concern.  They are conscientious of the relationship with the neighborhood and 
have an effective strategy to address their sole concern.  I believe the neighborhood’s resistance to the 
project is shortsighted as a future developer may not take the integrity of the “historic” building or the 
neighborhood’s wellbeing into consideration like River has.  The overall tone of the opposition through 
these forums seems to indicate that they not have children’s best interest in mind and do not care to 
include special needs kids in their neighborhood. 
 
Please support inclusivity and River School’s proposal to expand their campus. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Nick & Ashley Casscells 
 
Ashley Casscells 
(703) 798-6953 
Ashley.Casscells@Gmail.com 
 
Nick Casscells, MD 
(302) 740-4046 
NCasscells@Gmail.com 
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